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University of Jordan 

Department of English Language & Literature 

Faculty of Foreign Languages 

Fall 2018/2019 

English Literature in the Twentieth Century 

Course Code: 2201431 

Lecture Time: 14:00 – 15:00 

Instructor: Dr. Yousef Awad 

Office Hours: Sunday, Tuesday & Thursday: 

13:00 – 14:00 or by an appointment 

E-mail : y.awad@ju.edu.jo 

 

 

Course Objectives:  

The main objective of this course is to introduce English majors to 20
th

 century English literature through a 

comprehensive study of a variety of selected literary texts by the major writers of the period. In addition to 

enhancing the students' literary knowledge, the course aims at improving their language competence and 

widening their intellectual horizons. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

A. Knowledge and Understanding (Students should): 

 Know the literary history of the period 

 Know the major authors and their representative works 

 Understand how to appreciate literary works 

 Be able to understand and discuss major critical concepts and literary movements. 

 

B. Intellectual/ Cognitive/ Analytical Skills (Students should): 

 Be able to use appropriate critical and analytical skills when dealing with works of literature 

 Be able to identify the various literary devices (symbolic and metaphorical language) used in 

literary texts 

 Read texts critically, developing the ability to link various writers and literary movements 

together, as well as recognizing a sense of continuity and development. 

 

C. Subject Specific Skills (Students should): 

 Use appropriate analytical and critical skills when reading works of literature 

 Understand the style, the content and the general significance of literary texts. 

 

D. Transferable Skills (Students should): 

 Display critical and analytical skills in their encounter with various literary genres 

 Read and appreciate better 

 Develop better cross-cultural communication skills. 

 

Textbook: 

 

Greenblatt, Stephen, et al., eds. The Norton Anthology of English Literature: The Twentieth Century and 

After (Vol. F), 9
th

 ed. (New York and London: Norton & Company, 2012). 

 

References: 

 

Howarth, Peter, The Cambridge Introduction to Modernist Poetry (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2011). 

 

Marcus, Laura and Peter Nicholls (eds.), The Cambridge History of Twentieth-Century English 

Literature (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2004). 

 

Poplawski, Paul (ed.), English Literature in Context, 1
st
 ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2007). 
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Evaluation: 

 

Mid-term exam: 30%; Quizzes & Presentations: 20%; Participation : 10%; Final exam: 40% 

 

Course Policies: 

 You are expected to be in class on time. Students coming late are allowed to enter but will be marked absent 

on attendance sheet. The same applies to leaving class early. No exceptions. 

 Participation and students’ involvement are crucial to the success of the course. All students are expected to 

have read the assigned materials before coming to class in order to fully engage in the discussions. In addition 

to in-class discussions, students are encouraged to post their comments and questions on E-Learning 

(moodle) which can be accessed at http://elearning.ju.edu.jo/.  

 The University allows students to be absent seven times during the semester. Those times include ones with 

an excuse. The only excuse that would remove your absence from your record is in case of a conflict with 

another course (a scheduled written exam). If you exceed this limit, you will not be allowed to sit for the final 

exam.  

 No make-up exams. In case of sickness, only reports issued directly from a public clinic or hospital will be 

accepted. Medical reports from private practiced doctors or private hospitals will not be accepted even if they 

are stamped by the university’s clinic. Reports should be produced within a week of the date of the exam. No 

exceptions. 

 Concerns or complaints should be expressed in the first instance to the module lecturer; if no 

resolution is forthcoming, then the issue should be brought to the attention of the module coordinator 

(for multiple sections) who will take the concerns to the module representative meeting. Thereafter, 

problems are dealt with by the Department Chair and if still unresolved the Dean and then ultimately 

the Vice President. For final complaints, there will be a committee to review grading the final exam. 

For more details on University regulations please visit: http://www.ju.edu.jo/rules/index.htm. 

 

Course Plan: 

Week Text 

Week 1 (9-13/9/2018) Introduction 

Week 2 (16-20/9/2018) Thomas Hardy 

Voices from World War I: Rupert Brooke, Siegfried Sassoon & Wilfred 

Owen 

Week 3 (23-27/9/2018) Voices from World War I: Rupert Brooke, Siegfried Sassoon & Wilfred 

Owen 

Week 4 (30/9-4/10/2018) William Butler Yeats 

Virginia Woolf 

Week 5 (7-11/10/2018) Virginia Woolf 

James Joyce 

Week 6 (14-18/10/2018) T.S. Eliot 

Week 7 (21-25/10/2018) T.S. Eliot 

Week 8 (28/10-1/11/2018) Katherine Mansfield + Midterm Exam (1/11/2018) 

Week 9 (4-8/11/2018) Jean Rhys 

Week 10 (11-15/11/2018) Jean Rhys 

Nation, Race, and Language: 

Hanif Kureishi 

Week 11 (18-22/11/2018) Hanif Kureishi 

Week 12 (25-29/11/2018) Harold Pinter 

Week 13 (2-6/12/2018) Harold Pinter + Zadie Smith 

Week 14 (9-13/12/2018) Zadie Smith 

Week 15 (16-18/12/2018) Wrap-up 
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